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HRD Ministry blasts Media for 11T Delhi mischievous report

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/10/29/hrd-ministry-blasts-media-for-iit-delhi-mischievous-report-
336074.html
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT OF HIGHER EDUCATION
SHASTRI BHAVAN
NEW DELHI-110 115

To
The Editor .
Times of India.

28™ Oct 2015
Sir,

The Ministry of HRD has noted with regret a report '3 IIT-D Deans threaten to
quit over HRD interference’ published front page in your Newspaper today.

To keep the record straight, it is clarified that as per the provisions of the Act
and the Statutes, and the principles and practice of good governance, the
Ministry has forwarded a grievance petition for consideration,
verification/redressal at the level of the Board of Governors, which is the Body to
exercise the general superintendence of the Institute as per the Section 13 of
the Institute of Technology Act 1961. It is up to the BoG to accept it or reject
the petition. This is a normal action as in all grievance petitions and standard
operating procedure. To term it as ‘interference’ is not only distorting facts, but
is possibly, irresponsible as well.

The Ministry is working with the IITs for building them into robust institutions
with adequate financial and administrative autonomy. Several measures are on
the anvil for promoting cruciall and socially relevant research in these
Institutions. While we take measures for promoting these Institutions at the
global level, reports like this, which are intended just to create a controversy
where there is none, distort perceptions and dilute constructive efforts.

Before filing the report, the reporter has not checked with the Minister, or any
other officer in the Ministry or even in the IIT Delhi, although all of them are
available on phone or in person. You would agree that such reporting would not
uphold values of professional journalism.

I would be grateful if these are clarified through your newspaper.

Yours sincerely

23
(R. Subrahmanyam)
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1 T-Delhi deans threaten to quit due to Smriti Irani’s
Interference in academic matters

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-delhi-deans-threaten-to-guit-due-to-smriti-iranis-interference-in-academic-
matters/

The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi senate has threatened to quit in the protest against Human Resource
Development minister Smirit Irani. Three out of six deans have retaliated at the HRD minister’s interference in
the academic matters. The senate is asking HRD minister to re-consider the decision of cancelling the admission
of a part-time Ph d student under humanities domain who was found guilty to have concealed facts related to
her work experience.

The deans alleged that the petition filed by Rajeev Tangri, father of applicant; Aleesha Tangri should have been
referred to IIT Director and not the senate responsible for maintaining academic standards. Earlier in December
2014, the IIT Delhi faculty forum requested Director R Shevgaonkar to withdraw his resignation over which a
controversy had erupted, describing him as a man of “dignity and integrity”. The request came even as
Chairman of the I1T-D’s Board of Governors Vijay Bhatkar met HRD Minister Smriti Irani.

“The faculty of IIT Delhi stands by the decisions that its administration has taken to uphold the autonomy of the
Institute. We request the Director, IIT Delhi to withdraw his resignation,” the faculty forum said in a statement.
The resignation has not yet been accepted.

Shevgaonkar had last Friday forwarded his resignation to Bhatkar citing “personal reasons” even as a media
report suggested that he was under pressure from the HRD Ministry. The Ministry denied that any pressure was
put on Shevgaonkar that may have made him quit.

Sources in the HRD Ministry indicated that faulting the Director on the issue of the setting up of an extension
research campus in Mauritius would prove counter productive as it had approval of the Ministry itself and an
MoU in this regard was signed in Mauritius last year in the presence of the then HRD Minister M M Pallam
Raju. An enquiry is already underway about the MoU which has been at the centre of the controversy ever since
Shevgaonkar quit.

An IIT statement issued by the acting registrar yesterday had, however, said the campus in Mauritius is not an
“extension campus of IIT-D” but an independent research academy named ‘International Institute of
Technology Research Academy’ (IITRA). “IIT-D’s role is only advisory in nature,” it said.

Sources said that HRD Minister Smriti Irani met President Pranab Mukherjee, who is the visitor of the
IITs. While it remained unclear what transpired at the meeting, HRD Ministry sources maintained that Irani
went to Rashtrapati Bhavan to enquire about the President’s health.
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FINANCIAL PUSH Institutes will be granted funds ranging from 2100 to 500 cr for next 3-4 years
toimprove their performance and find a place among the top 100 on global academic rankings

Centre to Fund Top 10 Institutes,
Help them Break into Big League

FILE PHOTO

Anubhuti.Vishnoi@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Centre will soon pick 10
higher education institutes with poten-
tial and provide them with substantial
fundingoverthenext fouryearssothat In-
dian institutes can finally storm into the
top 100 on global academic rankings like
QS and Times like neighbours China and
South Korea.

The human resource development
(HRD)ministry hasdrawnupalistof8-10
institutes of high academic standing
that are currently among the top 500 in-
stitutesin globalacademicrankingsand
have the potential to perform much bet-
ter. These 10 institutes, it is proposed,
will be granted funds — ranging from
2100-500 crore for the next 3-4 years so
that they can create world classresearch
infrastructureandlaboratories. Theend
target is getting Indian institutesamong
global top 100.

Some of the top ranking IITs besides
the Indian Institute of Science, Banga-
lore are among the institutes identified
so far for the fund boost.

“Based on the rankings and perform-
ance of Indian institutes from 2013, 2014
and 2015, we have identified 8-10 insti-
tutes that are among the top 500 in the
rankings and are consistently improv-

Hindustan Times ND 30/10/2015

Based on performance and rankinés. the .
HRD ministry has identified 11Ts which
will receive government funding

ing their performance over the years.
These are likely to include ITT Delhi, TIT
Bombay, ITT Kanpur, IIT Kharagpur, IIT
Madras, IIT Roorkee, ITT Guwahati and
Indian Institute of Science and Banga-
lore. The idea is to incentivise institutes
that perform well enough to compete at
the global level. Institutes have sought
funds around 2300-500 crore, the propos-
al isbeingexamined to assess how much
money can be granted,” a senior official
from the HRD ministry told ET on condi-
tion of anonymity:

While there is not a single Indian insti-
tuteamong the top 100or top 200 on inter-

national rankings but this year when ITT
Delhi and IISc Bangalore finally regis-
tered their presence among top 200 on
the QS rankings, neighbours China and
South Korea have quite a few institutes
among the top 50. Both countries apart
from Singapore have invested considera-
bly with funding and policy support to
ensure a major quality upgrade in its
higher education sector.

The Modi government has taken the
cue and the Centre is preparing to pump
in substantial funds in 10 top Indian in-
stitutes so that they can climb up the tal-
Iy. The Smriti Irani-led ministry is mov-
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ing the plan as a key part of its budget
proposal.Itislearnt that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is also quite keen that a
concerted effort be made to ensure the
same. President Pranab Mukherjee has
often lamented the dismal performance
of our institutes in rankings year after
vear. This issueinfact isalsoset to come
up for discussion at the visitor’s confer-
ence to be held next week at Rashirapati
Bhavan.

Indian institutes, incidentally do not
score well on the parameters where aca-
demic reputation of the institutes is
measured through a global survey.
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