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HRD Ministry blasts Media for IIT Delhi mischievous report 

http://www.niticentral.com/2015/10/29/hrd-ministry-blasts-media-for-iit-delhi-mischievous-report-

336074.html  
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IIT-Delhi deans threaten to quit due to Smriti Irani’s 

interference in academic matters 

http://www.prepsure.com/news/iit-delhi-deans-threaten-to-quit-due-to-smriti-iranis-interference-in-academic-

matters/ 

The Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi senate has threatened to quit in the protest against Human Resource 

Development minister Smirit Irani. Three out of six deans have retaliated at the HRD minister’s interference in 

the academic matters. The senate is asking HRD minister to re-consider the decision of cancelling the admission 

of a part-time Ph d student under humanities domain who was found guilty to have concealed facts related to 

her work experience. 

The deans alleged that the petition filed by Rajeev Tangri, father of applicant; Aleesha Tangri should have been 

referred to IIT Director and not the senate responsible for maintaining academic standards. Earlier in December 

2014, the IIT Delhi faculty forum requested Director R Shevgaonkar to withdraw his resignation over which a 

controversy had erupted, describing him as a man of “dignity and integrity”. The request came even as 

Chairman of the IIT-D’s Board of Governors Vijay Bhatkar met HRD Minister Smriti Irani. 

“The faculty of IIT Delhi stands by the decisions that its administration has taken to uphold the autonomy of the 

Institute. We request the Director, IIT Delhi to withdraw his resignation,” the faculty forum said in a statement. 

The resignation has not yet been accepted. 

Shevgaonkar had last Friday forwarded his resignation to Bhatkar citing “personal reasons” even as a media 

report suggested that he was under pressure from the HRD Ministry. The Ministry denied that any pressure was 

put on Shevgaonkar that may have made him quit. 

Sources in the HRD Ministry indicated that faulting the Director on the issue of the setting up of an extension 

research campus in Mauritius would prove counter productive as it had approval of the Ministry itself and an 

MoU in this regard was signed in Mauritius last year in the presence of the then HRD Minister M M Pallam 

Raju. An enquiry is already underway about the MoU which has been at the centre of the controversy ever since 

Shevgaonkar quit. 

An IIT statement issued by the acting registrar yesterday had, however, said the campus in Mauritius is not an 

“extension campus of IIT-D” but an independent research academy named ‘International Institute of 

Technology Research Academy’ (IITRA). “IIT-D’s role is only advisory in nature,” it said. 

Sources said that HRD Minister Smriti Irani met President Pranab Mukherjee, who is the visitor of the 

IITs. While it remained unclear what transpired at the meeting, HRD Ministry sources maintained that Irani 

went to Rashtrapati Bhavan to enquire about the President’s health. 
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